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Open Space Advisory Committee ɀ
major planning projects 

Natural 
Resource 
Inventory

2018-2019

Update 
Open Space Plan

2019-2020

2019 funding in 
place for consultant

(current plan last 
updated in 2002)

Identify funding & 
tools for 

conservation & 
purchase of open 
and recreation 

spaces

NEW
Open Space Bond 

Referendum
Fall 2020?



What is a Natural Resource Inventory?



What is a Natural Resource Inventory? 

ɆProfessionally-prepared planning tool 

ɆScientifically-based 

ɆAssesses broad range of resources 

ɆWater

ɆEcology/Habitats

ɆSoils/Topography

ɆScenic Resources

ɆHistoric/Cultural
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Includes: RESOURCE MAPS + NARRATIVE
Explanation
ÅMake data understandable
ÅPut data in context

Interpretation
ÅMost significant resources
ÅConnections among resources
ÅHow parts add up to whole

Recommendations & perspectives
ÅOpportunities & threats
ÅConservation priorities
ÅPossible mitigation strategies



RESOURCE MAP:  Wetlands

Sample map & 
caption

(from Saratoga 
Springs 2019 Draft 
Natural Resource 
Inventory)



NARRATIVE:

Ecological 
Communities: 

Rich Shrub Fen
(in Bear Swamp)

Sample narrative about 
the value & nature of rare 

ecological community

(from Saratoga Springs 2019 Draft 
Natural Resource Inventory)



Ex: Town of Ulysses Natural Resource Inventory Scenic Resources



Uses & Benefits of a Natural Resource Inventory?

Data for other plans

Information (specialized; baseline)

Provides factual basis for action

ɆOpen Space Plan

ɆResilience & Climate Change

ɆComprehensive Plan 

ɆZoning & subdivision regulations

ɆDesignate critical environmental areas (CEAs)

ɆInfo for watershed assessment and planning 

ɆBaseline info to assess future changes

ɆScientifically-based

ɆLand Use Board resource



Process of Drafting a Natural Resource Inventory

Where we are now



Natural Resource Inventory ɀNext Steps

Complete 
Set 

of Maps
(Draft )

Feb 2019

Revised 
Draft 
NRI

Presented to 
City Council

Late Spring 
2019?

Public input 
& City Council 

input
on

Draft NRI

Early Summer 
2019?

Draft
Natural 

Resource 
Inventory

Spring 2019

Committee 
Review 

of 
Draft 
NRI

Spring 2019

Final 
Version

NRI

Presented to 
City Council

For 
Vote

July 2019?

More public input



History:

30+ Years of Visionary Open Space Planning



30+ Years of Open Space Planning 
ɆCITIZENS & NOT-FOR-PROFITS: ADVOCACY &  CONSERVATION

ɆOpen Space Projectɀbegan work in late 1980s

Ɇ1991ɀpublic meetings to discuss draft Open Space Plan

Ɇ1994ɀauthored Open Space Plan & map (adopted by the City)

ɆSaratoga PLAN (1993)ɀmerger of Open Space Project  & 
Saratoga Land Trust

Ɇ1993-present ɀconserving open space lands through planning, 
acquisition, holding of conservation easements, stewardship & 
management 



30+ Years of Open Space Planning 
ɆCITY GOVERNMENT: PLANNING & POLICIES

Ɇ1994 Open Space Plan

Ɇ2001 Comprehensive Planɀcodified the meaning of the Ȱ'ÒÅÅÎÂÅÌÔȱ(Country 
Overlay Area) & created new conservation tools(Conservation Subdivisions)

Å2001 Working Plan for Historic Preservation in Saratoga Springs

Å2001-02 ɀLocal Law No. 5of 2001, Codified into Section 110 of the City Code-$5 
Million Open Space Bond Referendumɀcreation of Open Space Advisory 
Committee

Ɇ2002 Open Space Plan update

Ɇ2013 Urban and Community Forest Master Plan

Ɇ2015 Comprehensive Plan



2002 Open Space and Recreation Resources map
7 categories of critical 

open space & 
recreation resources 

worthy of 
conservation

ÅAgricultural Heritage
ÅEnvironmentally 
Sensitive Lands
ÅRecreational Facilities
ÅRural and Scenic 
Roads and Vistas
ÅSignature Gateways
ÅWaterfront Access
ÅTrail Connections


