

Wetlands have many ecological and hydrological benefits. They:
 protect drinking water by filtering out pollutants and sediments;
 soak up runoff from heavy rains and snow melts, providing natural flood control.; and
 provide critical habitats for fish and wildlife, including many endangered and threatened species.



This map depicts the approximate boundaries of regulated wetlands. The precise boundaries need to
be delineated in the field based on analysis of soils, hydrography and vegetation.



Most wetlands are protected by New York State and Federal laws and regulations. In addition, the
City’s Public Water Supply and Wetland Protection District zoning regulations prohibit structures
within Class I and Class II wetlands.



The entire City of Saratoga Springs lies within the Saratoga Lake watershed.



Streams that feed Loughberry Lake, the City's drinking water supply,
flow from the north through the Towns of Greenfield and Wilton.



Lake Lonely is suitable for contact recreation (bathing.) However,
the streams that flow into Lake Lonely have a lower classification.



NYS DEC regulates activities that would affect the water quality of streams
classified B or higher. Additional regulations apply to those streams that are
suitable for trout habitat and trout spawning.



Saratoga Springs is richly forested with exceptional plant diversity. It is also home to rare species
and sensitive habitats.



Areas of open pastureland and hayfields represent quality habitat for grassland birds, as well as a patchwork of cover types that represent quality habitat for bird species, mammals, and amphibian populations.



Undeveloped land along the south side of Geyser Road and the railroad tracks connect areas from
Saratoga Spa State Park to large contiguous blocks of forest along the Kayderosseras Creek.



Other large, undeveloped forested areas are located:


along the Kayderosseras Creek located along the southern boundary of the city



along Slade Creek and Rowland Hollow Creek in the northwestern portion of the city



along Spring Run and Bog Meadow Brook (part of Bear Swamp) in the eastern half of the city.



More than one-half of the City's 18,520 acres consists of forest (4,872 acres) and wetlands (4,688 acres.)



794 acres are in farmland or pasture; 51 acres are shrub/ scrub or grassland; and 449 acres are open water.



The NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation designated two relatively rare and vulnerable
ecological communities in the City as Natural Heritage Communities:
 5.3 acres of rich shrub fen within Bear Swamp
 2.7 acres of red maple/ white oak swamp within Saratoga Spa State Park.



The prevalence and types of environmental concern areas are consistent with those typically
found in urban settings of upstate New York communities.



About half of these environmental concern areas are located in the dense urban
cluster of downtown -- far from streams and lakes and outside of floodplains, posing
low contamination risk in cases of accidental exposures or extreme weather events.



Groundwater contamination presents an important issue when monitoring and
managing these areas of concern as aquifers are present throughout the City.
However, this risk is mitigated because residents are served by a public drinking water supply.



Mineral springs [summary information to be provided]

